A S S O C I A T I O N
C O N S U L T A N T S
E D U C A T I O N A L

Social Communicative Competency Improves
Students’ Satisfaction and Success
by Sarah Davison, Speech-Language Pathologist, Chapel Haven Asperger Syndrome Adult Transition program,
and Ryan Shoemaker, Speech-Language Pathologist, Chapel Haven West
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Learning to identify and value the perspectives of others is at
the core of successful SCC and ultimately leads to a happier
and more productive adult life. As students acquire this skill,
they often experience increased self-satisfaction because social
interaction becomes more intuitive and successful. The benefits
of considering the perspectives of

voice, inflection, volume, and rate of speech to denote sarcasm.
In addition, students can also learn how to more accurately
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the real world.
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follow those rules across a wide range of social contexts is
especially challenging for individuals on the spectrum, who tend
to be more rigid in their thinking. As students become more
familiar with this concept and the process, they find it easier to
be comfortable and successful in unfamiliar social settings and
they become more flexible thinkers.

importance of understanding the scope,
nature and expectations of one’s relationships with others cannot
be overstated; all individuals experience a wide array of both
positive and negative relationships and need to be able to interact
in an expected way with each.
Three Success Stories
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• “My eye contact has improved. I show interest in other people.

• Another parent of a young adult with Asperger Syndrome

I am more empathetic toward friends. I have improved in my

reports that before the SCC approach, her son would “attempt to
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enter conversations by asking over and over: Do you like pizza?

questions in conversations.” When this young lady first began

He would have zero timing on that. It would be disconnected

taking college courses, she recalls, “I did not know how to add or

from anything going on and he would interrupt. As he has

drop a course. I took the wrong classes and did not know how to

gained competence, he has become confident enough to go up

ask for help from the Disability Resource Center. I did not know

to a group, listen, and comment on what is being said—and his

how to watch for cues, which professor I should pick, or who

timing has improved.”

would be appropriate to my needs. Now I am able to advocate
for accommodations. I’m able to talk to my professors and
access resources like the campus writing center, the technology
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lab, and career services.”
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• The mother of a recent college graduate says that the focus on
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SCC has meant a world of difference. “My son has learned how
to listen and, even if he is not engaged, give facial expressions
indicating that he is listening. Whereas before he would just
walk away, he can sit at the table now at Thanksgiving and
Christmas, where there are 20 people at a table, and engage in
conversation.”
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